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The Weekly Newsletter Digest ef the Current New Yerk Theatre Scene 


New Yerk Openings This Week 


Seagulls Over Serrente-Gelden, 9/11/52. Charles Bowden and Phillip Langer pre- 
sents new cemedy by Hugh Hastings. All male cast includes J. Pat. O'Malley, Jehn 
Randelph and Leslie Nielsen, staged by Charles Bowden. Londen preduction new in its 
third year. 


Sumer Seasen Finale 


A winter ef friendly, cooperative planning by summer theatre producers suggested 
by Rice, Pest, to save many tears next summere Drama editer reminds strawhat preducers 
that unless they werk to drag custemers inte their barns, summer theatre will die. An 
exchange of preductions between playhouses within an area, more lightweight comedy, and 
more gimmicks are needed, he cencluded...Cooperative system also recommended by Richard 
Aldrich, Cape Ced preducer, te Variety. Unusual aspect of his summer season was fact 
that Aldrich suffered no stagehand wien treuble, mestly because union members were 
fully employed in TV...Seventh Annual Sumer Theatre Honor Rell of Rice, Pest, includes: 
Beatrice Lillie, Carel Bruce, Bob Shaver, Joan de Marrais, Joseph King, Ken Bloomer, 
Peter Lorre, Charles Mooney, Faye Emerson, Rea John, Earl Dawson, Richard Hughes. 


Barn Tryouts 


The Children's Hour, revival of Lillian Hellman's 1935 hit presented at Putna, 
NY, by Jill Willer, won approval of McDenald, Billboard, as a good bet for Breadway. 
Kermit Bloomgarten plans Breadway preduction this fall, lead role played by Virginia 
Kaye, Bleomgarten's wife. Script remains alive...The Cat in the Cage-comedy drama by 
Howard Richardson and Frances Goferth presented at Atlantic City, NJ, has many high 
spets but needs much werk befere Breadway ceuld be considered, notes Walk, Variety. 


New Theatres or New Plays 


"Cempremise" ef both comfortable new theatres and good new plays offered by 
Watts, Post, to those battling on various sides of the new theatre building cede dis- 
pute. Theatre going habit must be breught back se people will go te theatre regular- 
ly, instead ef just trying te see tep hits. Critic does not particularly care fer 
bars in theatre, but he would like te see some new theatres that are comfortable, 
reomy and witheut crowded exits. Coleman, Mirrer, doubts if new building cede sheuld 
allow bars er smoking, because teo many theatre goers resent both indulgences. Cele- 
man predicts that 1952-53 season will be terrific, urging investors to think ef new 
theatre buildings. Jehn Gelden contributed $1,000 te assist yeung writers, believing 
it is plays net playhouses that are needed. 


7:00 PM Menday Curtain Starts 


Nine shows begin 7:00 PM Menday curtains. WNewspaper ads mark these participating 
in the theatre experiment with a star. Herald Tribume editerial praises effort ef 
preducers, instituted by Richard Redgers, fer it indicates that theatre is at last be- 
ginning te take seme note of the play geer's comfert and convenience. Next step sheuld 
be te revise the building cede, and te return the bex effice te the people. With all 
this accomplished and ticket prices breught dewn, eventually new and exciting plays 
will appear. 
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' Cumulative NYC Ratings ' " 


D - Daily W - Weekly M - Menthly B - Breadcast 

DT - NY Times DJC - Jeurnal ef Cemmerce WCM - Chr. Science Moniter 4 
DH - NY Herald Tribune _DWJ - Wall Street Journal Wc - Cemmonweal 

DN - NY News DWW - Wemen's Wear WcuU - Cue 

DM - NY Mirrer WB - Billbeard WN - Natien 

DC - NY Cempass WV - Variety WNR - New Republic 7 
DP - NY Pest WCD - Critical Digest WNS - Newsweek 
DJ - NY Jeurnal American WGN - Geerge Jean Nathan WNY - New Yerker 


DW - NY Werld Tele-Sun WWM - Ward Mereheuse WSR - Saturday Review i | 
DB - Breeklyn Eagle BC - WCBS Bill Leenard Wr Time 
DL - L.I.Press BL - New Leader - WEVD MP - Park East j 


Shews are rated as to hew the critics liked them net if they think they will be 
hitse “Se-se" méans the critic did net state directly if he recommends the shew fer 
an entertaining er stimulating evening. 


THE FOURPOSTER-10/24/51 PROS: 19 CON: DH DP WGM WWM BL WC WNY 
NONE: DWJ WN WNR WSR 
GUYS AND DOLLS~11/24/50 PROS: 29 CON: WN 
THE KING AND I-3/29/51 PROS: 29 CON: WN 
THE MALE ANIMAL-4/30/52 PROS: 27 NONE: WGN MP WNR 
THE MOON IS BLUE-3/8/51 PROS: 26 CON: WCD WGN NONE: WN MP 
MRS. McTHING-2/20/52 PROS: 20 CON: DM DJ BC BL WNRWT WGN NONE: WNR MP 
PAL JOEY-1/3/52 PROS: 25 CON: BL NONE: WR 
NEW FACES OF 1952-5/16/52 PROS: 25 CON: DP WI WGN NONE: WN WNR 
A NIGHT IN VENICE-6/26/52 PROS: 20 CON: DC WSR NONE: WGN WNR BC WT MP 
POINT OF NO RETURN-12/13/51 PROS: 25 CON: DW BL WN WNR WT 
SOUTH PACIFIC-4/7/49 PROS: 29 CON: WT 
TOP BANANA=11/1/51 PROS: 23 CON: DP DJ BL NONE: WCM WN WWR WSR 
WISH YOU WERE HERE-6 /25/52 PROS: DN DC DB DL DJC WV BL 


NONE: DWW WCD WGN BC WCM WN WNR MP 
CON: DT DH DM DP DJ DW DWJ WB WWM WC WCU WNS WNY WSR 


' Vaudeville 


Alice Ghestley, New Faces ef 1952, playing two week engagement at Blue Angel... 
Neel Ceward will sing at Walderf Asteria's Empire Reem this winter...Dennis James 
heads new Palace show...Elliett Murphy's Aquashew extended anether week...A ne in 
Havana preducer, Michael Rese, auditiening talent fellewing final perfermance y at 
Heliday...Radie City revue Iridescence enters sixth week, with "Ivanhee" en screen... 
Leuis Armstreng and Gerden Jenkins erchestras start second week at Parsmeunt with "The 
Crimsen Pirate" en screen. 


Rexy shew, headlined by Mel Terme and Elliet Reed, won appreval ef trade paper 
reviewers. “What Price Glery" en screen. Ice shew alse applauded. Quinn, Mirrer, 
agreedeeoSmith, Billbeard, and Quinn, Mirrer, raved ever double stage bill at Para- 
mounte Fermer called it tremendeus entertainment wallop, latter tabbed it exciting 
display that might generate resurgence ef jazz band craze...Widely diverse views re- 
perted en Heliday's A Night in Havana revue, with "Oriental Evil" en screen. Jose, 
Variety, thought Teny Carlyle revue moved from Five O'Cleck Club, Mismi, was a werth 
while one heur shew, but that it had been stretched with net eneugh dialegue te hang 
shew tegether. But Quinn, Mirrer, feund it a terrid display ef frenetic dances in 
colerful cestumec..Heuse band leader Je Lembardi ef Palace saluted by Quimn, Mirrer, 
fer turning eut standard musical backgreunding that is wnifermly excellent. 
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THEATRE RECIPES...Add another set of suggestions fer increasing theatre attendance. 
Mackey Theatre Ticket Agency's Leuis Schonceit weuld like greup ef ticket brek- 
ers te finance plays, Variety reports...Geerge Jean Nathan wonders if the frank- 
furter might not de fer the theatre, what het pepcern did for movies...Hawkins, 
Wl&S, wants mere exaggeration ef life enstage, and less depressing and realistic 
dramas. 


EMPIRE OBITS...Sad news that 60 year old Empire Theatre will be scrapped next June 
shouldn't be taken as the final death of legitimate theatre, peints eut Werld 
Telegram & Sun and Herald Tribune editerials. Beth papers urge suppert ef new 
building cede which would allew building ef new, comfertable theatres. Watts, 
Pest, would rather see Empire tern dewn than transferred inte a third rum film 
menstresity like the New Amsterdan. 


COLUMN TIPS...See the Jaguar might be the season's Drama Critics Circle prize winner, 
hears Winchell...Summer theatre business se bad, quips Walker, that seme play- 
houses are being recenverted inte barns...New Breadway musical already in pre- 
ductien still $40,000 short, whispers Eaton...Rebert Cummings still angry at a 
NY reviewer who panned him in Faithfully Yeurs reperts Sebel. Watts, Pest, 
thinks he is the man. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS...Bad as drama critics say TV is, it keeps NY acters heused, 
cleaned and fed, netes Chapman, News...Drama sheuld be judged by emotiens, net 
the mind, reminds Burr, Playbill, te viewers whe disagree with facts presented 
enstage...Equity should be cengratulated fer suspending its ruling against alien 
acters, praises Watts, Pest. 


MAIL BOXe.e"I have in my head and half en paper, a play," a reader writes Chapman, 
News. 4nd the critic cemments "That ain't eneugh, Bud."...Irish readers ef 
Watts, Pest, inferm him that "U" in- Abbey Player U. Wright, stands fer Udelphus.. 
Herald Tribune reader admits she stepped geing te theatre two years age after 
seeing a set ef miserable plays. She weuld return if plays presented real 
peeple in real situatiens. 


INTERVIEW HI LITES...Wish You Were Here ce-preducer Jeshua Legan will never again epen 
a show "cold" in NY, he admitted to Merehouse, WT&S. Next show will try eut in 
mid-country. With preview system, everybedy and his brether becomes a critic. 
Preducer finds reviews by Nerten, Besten Pest, helpful. Actually Legan agreed 
with pan netices filed by first nighters, which resulted in rewriting ef beek. 


Gilbert Gabriel, Cue drama critic and president of NY Drama Critics Circle, died 
fellewing recent heart attack. Shipley, New Leader, becomes head ef reviewers' greup. 
Mrs. McThing reopens...Hebe, Variety, writing weekly Breadway celumn fer Nassau, LI, 
Review Star...Critics' wives censidered by the anonymous Spelvin, Theatre arts... 
Vivienne Segal returned te Pal Jeey...Barry Nelson returned te The Meen Is Blue, 
Barbara Bel Geddes set te return October lst...Gertrude Lawrence, The King and I, bed- 
ded with poison ivy, Constance Carpenter subbing...Beb Dixen subbed fer Jack Cassidy, 
Wish Yeu Were Here, on Laber Day perfermances...Fred Baker, News cepy bey, signed fer 
Bernardine...American Theatre Wing Scheel fall term epens September 10th...American 
Kcademy ef Theatre Arts meving te ANTA Playheuse...Shew ef Month to epen "Shew Shep” 
in Dallas...State Department aiding Pergy and Bess by previding transpertatien te 
Eurepe. 
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' Green Reom Department ' 

' Theatre News Reundup ' 


SEPTEMBER: Seagulls Over Serrento-See Page 1 fer Details...-Mr. Pickwick-Plymouth 
9/17/52. Playwrights' Company first preduction of season. Stanley Yeung's adaptatien 
ef Dickens' "Pickwick Papers" staged by Jehn Burrell, with Estelle Winwood and Geerge 
Hewe...Frankie & Jehnny-Theatre de Lys, 9/29/52. Opening ef Greenwich Village theatre 
club. Adaptation of felk tale by John Husten with music. 


OCTOBER: The Sacred Flame-President, 10/6/52. Semerset Maugham's play revived 
as first subscription play ef American Centemporary Theatre Series...The Millienairess 
Shubert, 10/9/52. Theatre Guild preduction ef Geerge Bernard Shaw play with Katharine 
Hepburn, Cyril Ritchard and Rebert Helpmann...The Gambler-Lyceun, 10/13/52. Thomas 
Hammend presents Alfred Drake and Edward Eager's adaptation ef Italian drama by Uge 
Betti, starring Drake...In Any Language-Cert, 10/14/52. Jule Styne and Geerge Abbett 
present new cemedy by Edmund Belein and Henry Garsen...The Time ef the Cuckee-Empire, 
10/15/52. Robert Whitehead presents new play by arthur Laurents, starring Shirley 
Boeth, directed by Herman Shumlin...Bernardine-Playhouse, 10/16/52. Preduced and di- 
rected by Guthrie McClintic, new play by Mary Chase with Irene Hervey and Jehnny 
Stewart...Gilbert and Sullivan Repertoire-Hellinger, 10/20/52. S.M.Charteck presents 
cempany headed by Martyn Green...Buttrie Square-Century, 10/23/52. Genweed Preduc- 
tiens presents new musical by General Genevesse and Billy Gilbert, scere by Jenes and 
Stamer. Director Dale Wasserman. Cast includes Billy Gilbert and Lawrence Breeks... 
My Darlin' Aida-Winter Garden, 10/27/52. Rebert Jeseph presents "modern musical" 
based on Verdi's epera. Hassard Short is directer...Dial 'M' for Murder-9/29/52. 
Lenden hit mystery by Frederick Knott, starring Maurice Bvans- - 


NOVEMBER: The Deep Blue Sea-Meresco. Alfred de Liagre, Jr, presents new play 
by Terrence Rattigan, starring Margaret Sullavan...Jezebel's Husband-Roger Stevens, 
William Fields and Hume Cronyn present Robert Nathan's new play, starring Claude 
Rains...I've Get Sixpence-Gertrude Macy and Walter Starke preductieon ef John van 
Druten's new play...See the Jaguar-Lemuel Ayers and Whitfield Ceek present new play 
by Ne Richard Nash, which will star Arthur Kennedy...Two's Cempany-Russo, Ellis & 
Hayman present new revue by Charles Sherman, starring Bette Davis...Seven Year Itch- 
Ceurtney Burr and Elliett Nugent present Geerge Axlerod's new cemedy...Be Your Age- 
Jeseph Kipness and Alexander Cehen present new cemedy by Reginald Denham and Mary 
Orr, starring Cenrad Nagel...The Hellew-Agatha Christie mystery presented by Shubert 
Brethers..-An Evening with Beatrice ie-Edward Duryea Dewling presents Miss Lillie 
and Reginald Gardiner. 


League ef NY Theatres and Scenic Artists Unien have agreed on arbitration of 
future disputes en imperting fereign-made scenery...St.Jehn Terrell, Music Circus 
preducer, wed Elrita Barthelemew...Milwaukee and StePaul theatre drives by Ceuncil 
ef Living Theatre preving successful. 


THEATRE FANS DRAMA STUDENTS TEACHERS 
ACTORS ANGELS 
PRODUCERS LITTLE THEATRES LIBRARIES 
Perfect theatre gift 52 weeks a year is "Critical Digest." Cevers NY theatre 


reviews, news, tryeuts, plus digests ef fameus hits and exclusive reperts. $10 a 
year, three ene year subscriptiens $25. Critical Digest, 505 Sth Ave., NY 17, NY. 


' Fall Drama Schedule - Tentative Dates ' ‘ a 
' Legit Stuff ' 


